Locating the Source of the Odor

If odor occurs in all water faucets, the problem is probably in the main water supply. If it occurs only in certain
faucets, the problem is likely in the fixtures or pipes supplying those specific faucets. If the problem goes away
after running the water for a few minutes, the problem is somewhere in the household plumbing system. If the
odor is persistent, the problem could be the water source or a combination of both the water source and the
plumbing system. Figure 1 outlines the possible sources of odors in water.
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Figure 1. A decision tree to help locate household water odor sources.
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